Beckett Scholar Annual Weekend: June 2010 
Fourteen Scholars and partners headed for Pembrokeshire on the weekend of June 11-13th for the annual gathering of the "Entrepreneurs and Innovators" club.  The weekend was hosted by Will Scale and he laid on a programme that perfectly married stimulus with the availability of sufficient time to debate and chat amongst ourselves.  

Scholars visited a farmer who had diversified to become one of Marks and Spencers' leading suppliers of free range chicken. It was evident that perfection was his minimum standard.  Later that day another dairy farmer related how playing with a toy windmill on a stick when he was a young schoolboy had led to a lifelong obsession with energy production.  He now had a full sized windmill and a digester for converting the methane gas from his cows into product for the national grid.  

Between visits Scholars piled into a SIB (small inflatable boat) for a 2-hour rough and often sea-drenched trip round National Trust-owned Ramsey Island to appreciate the multitude of wildlife - seals, puffins, auks, kittiwakes, shearwaters, peregrines, choughs, ravens, lapwings, wheatears and many more.  Local Scholar Will Pritchard was the speaker at the dinner that evening and imparted much wit and wisdom.  Next day when Will Scale showed the Beckett Group round his own farm he invited comments on future development - and got at least 10 different plans.  All that was forgotten, however, when Will's parents entertained the party to a superb Sunday lunch - and then, all too soon, it was time to head back home.
Next June the Annual Beckett Scholar Weekend will be hosted by Andrew Gage in Suffolk.
